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FOREIGN  NEWS  Oil  CITRUS  FRUIT 


SICILIAN  VERDE LL I  LEMON  PROSFECTS 


Although  it  is  too  early  to  state  definitely  what  the  Siiilian 
"verdelli"  lemon  crop  for  1926  will  be,  the  outlook  at  the  first  of 
March  was  very  favorable  in  the  Catania  district,  according  to  a  report 
from  Consul  Ilo  C.  Funk,  received  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Barring  inclement  weather  and  other  unforseen  circumstances,  the  output 
promised  to  be  considerably  higher  than  last  year  when  the  crop  ^as 
damaged  by  hail,  estimates  being  that  the  yield  will  be  at  least  10  per 
cent  over  the  1925  crop  and  only  about  30  Tier  cent  under  a  so-called 
normal  output. 

Up  to  the  last  few  days  of  February  climatic  conditions  '"ere  not 
entirely  favorable  because  of  the  long  dry  period  that  had  been  experienc- 
ed, and  it    'as  feared  that  the  drought  would  affect  the  crop  unfavorably, 
but  at  the  end  of  February  and  early  in  March  widespread  rains  fell  and 
pros-occts  '-'ore  greatly  improved.    The  Consul  states  that  the  outlook 
was  favorable  for  a  continuation  of  rainy  -eather  and  that  the  only  fear 
felt  for  the  future  of  the  crop  was  possibility  of  damage  by  hail  or  cold 
weather.    Cable  reports  received  since  the  preparation  of  the  Consul's  re- 
port indicate  that  rain  and  some  b«d  '-eather  has  been  experienced  in 
Sicily  since  that  tire  but  that  damage  even  to  almond  trees  was  very 
slight . 

"Vhile  the  "verdelli"  lemons  cultivated  in  the  Catania  Consular 
District  are  not  so  important  a  crop  as  in  other  sections,  conditions 
prevailing  there  usually  give  some  indication  of  the  situation  in  other 
parts  of  the  island. 


According  to  a  report  from  Consul  Maurice  L.  Stafford  at  London, 
news  on  oranges  from  Spain  at  the  first  of  March  was  decidely  discourag- 
ing, information  indicating  that  there  was  very  little  first  grade  fruit 
remaining  on  the  trees  and  that  immediate  shipments  would  consist  of 
medium  and  low  grade  fruit.    As  a  result  of  the  serious  damage  to  the 
Spanish  crop,  the  3ritish  trade,  according  to  the  Consul,  was  looking 
to  shipments  from  Jaffa  to  fill  the  gap.    Prices  for  all  grades  of 
oranges  advanced  during  February,  as  a  result  of  the  keen  demand  prevail- 
ing.   Jaffa  oranges  were  the  best  being  offered  at  the  close  of  the  month 
and  were  meeting  with  an  excellent  demand  at  much  higher  prices. 

January  shipments  of  oranges  from  Palestine,  according  to  Consul 
Oscar  s.  Heizer,  Jerusalem,  totaled  283,300  cases.     Twelve  shipments 
took  pl~ce  direct  to  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Hull,  Manchester,  London, South- 
ampton and  Cardiff,  with  two,  totaling  10,600  cases,  going  to  Constanza, 
Rumania. 
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BRITISH  FIRM  BUYS  PARAGUAY  0RA17GSS 

An  English  firm  has  entered  into  an  agreement,  through  the 
Banc 3  Agricola,  with  the  orange  growers  of  Paraguay  for  the  1926 
crop,  according  to  a  February  report  from  Co.nsul  George  Xreeck  at 
Asuncion.     The  agreement,  according  to  the  Consul,  provides  for 
purchase  of  the  oranges  at  various  points  throughout  the  country 
for  cash,  at  prices  somewhat  above  those  prevailing  in  the  past. 
Arrangements  are  also  being  made,  it  is  said,  to  purchase  mandarins 
under  a  similar  agreement. 

MARKET  FOR  GRAPEFRUIT  IN  SYDESY 

Sydney,  Australia,  seems  to  offer  a  good  market  for  American 
grapefruit  during  the  hot  summer  months,  of  December  to  March,  says 
the  American  Trade  Commissioner,  Mr.  2.  G.  Babbitt  at  that  post. 
Several  experimental  consignments  made  from  Fresno,  California  dur- 
ing December  and  January  were  disposed  of  at  nbout  $9.50  per  case  of 
80.    The  excellence  of  the  fruit  and  the  general  attractiveness  of 
the  pack  occasioned  favorable  comment  in  the  Sydney  press. 
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